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BORN TO THE MOST NOBLE OF ECHIONA HOUSES, THE LATEST 
TO CONTINUE THE FAMILY HERITAGE AND RESPONSIBILITY AS 
GUARDIAN OF THE FLOATING ISLAND, DEFENDER OF ALL 
FROM THE FORCES OF EVIL FROM THE WORLD BEYOND, AS 
WELL AS THOSE WHO-WO i) THREATEN WITHIN, HE IS NONE 

/ > OTHER THAW KNUCKLES THE ECHIDNA! 


Due T0 HIS RELATIVE yOuTH. ANo LACK OF EXPERIENCE, 
KNUCKLES BELIEVED. HIS TASK Al SIMPLE ONE: DEFEND THE 
NATIVES OF THE FLOATING ISLAND FROM THOSE WHO 

WOULD TUBENTEN IT. 
_s ) 
i ‘Now KNUCKLES 15 cate tusir HE 1S ONE OF many OF 
‘ALONG LINE WHO HAVE, GUARDED THE SAFETY OF HIS’ PEOPLE. 
HAVING ONLY RECENTLY BEEN. REUNITED WITH HIS PEOPLE 
(Co HAD. REEWEXISTING IN ANOTHER DIMENSION) HE 15 NO 
"LONGER THE ONLY ONE OF HIS KIND HNO IS: HAVING # HARD 


“TIME eRuNG WITH THE IMPLICATIONS a mua FACT. 
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: SINCE THE ‘APOEARANCE OF HIS FIREANT COMPANION, 

? ARCHIMEDES, KNUCKLES HAS BEGUN, 10 COMPREHEND 

| THAT HIS EXISTENCE IS’ A LOT MORE, COMPLICATED THAN. 

- ORIGINALLY. RELIEVED. WITH DUTIES: AND: OBLIGATIONS THAT 

| | HANDED DOWN FROM ONE GENERATION TO THE 

_\WEXT, KNUCKLES: ’ LENRNING TO DEAL WITH PROBLEMS 
THAT HAD HEIR ORIGINS LONG AGO. 











ns A RESULT, MNUCKLES Has NEVER aEtORE FACED THE 
FURY OF SOMEONE BENT ON SEEKING HIS TOTAL yo 
, _ COMPLETE DESTRUCTION, UNTIL NOW... 








“THAT'S IT ! YOU FEEL MY 
CALL, NOW LET MY ENERGIES 
CHANNEL THROUGH YOL-- 
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GREAT VIMITRI! 
IT /% YOu! 
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[eBy STRIKINGAIRSTATHIM[, 
WHO WOLILP BEWY Ls!” 


I WAS THINKING ABOUT SOC, 
AN? IT HIT ME HOW MUCH 
ALIKE WE ARE ! 


KEPT A LOT FROM HIM, 
JUST LIKE AINE 
HAVE ! 
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IT'S LIKE THEY ALL KVOW 
SOMETHING AN? I LON’T ! 


I FEEL LIKE A PL/PPET WITH 
EVERYONE PULLING THE STRINGS! 





EXCEPT FOR YOU,AW0BOLY \ 
SEEMS TO HAVE MUCH | 


T WASSO 
LER NHEN 


|\ EMERALP TO MAKE ESS MY FORM: Y 
\. CERTAIN EVERYONE toe ee 
WAS COOL! POPULAR WITH YOL 
Ne 7 RAIGHTS ! A 


17 IL HAN’ T THOUGHT C'MON ! I'VE GOT P LETS GO HUNT FOR ~ 


ABOUT HOW O7HERS ) AN/CEA! 


\ . <i \ ARCHIMEDES ! 
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SURELY YOU 
ME, EVER, 
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once AND 
LI TLIRE MASTER 
FALL HE 
SURVEYS! 
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WHILE YOL/R KIN? WERE 
LEFT HOMELESS | 
I SINCERELY 


GOUBT YOU"? REACT - a 


Rl 
ANY LIFFERENTLY THAN 
WE HAVE ! 























MISTER STRYKER, © THE DINGOES HAVEN'T 
WHAT PROOF HAVE EXACTLY ATTEMPTEP TO 
WE YOUR KIN? ESTABLISH FEACEFLIL 
CAN EVEN BE RELATIONS WITH THE 
TRUBTED @ ECHIPNAS IN THE FAST ! 





WELL, GENERAL STRYKER, Z—- a 
I THINK T SPEAK FOR ALL COUNCILOR ‘VY TONE 
WH YOU MY WOR? 
TH AS OUR HOUSING } OF HONOR /\s 
“1K 2 
T TZ S if 5 » >, 
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THIS PART OF THEZAVA-~ 
WE RARELY 












--WHICH |S HOW 
THE WATIVES AROUND 
HERE PREFER IT! 







YX WE GOING Z 
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REALLY ENJOY THID 
OF ENVIRONMENT ! 






OF COURSE, 
FINCING THEM |& 
THE REAL TRICK! 








THAT'S ‘CALISE YOU'RE 
NOT LOOKING IN THE 
— RIGHT BOT | 
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, THIS ISA 
SURPRISE | WHAT 
CAN T VO FOR YOUZ 






LINFORTUNATELY, pap 
> 1 ANYTHING, THE POWERS 
IT BE ARE RATHER WORRIED 
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THAT THEY HAVEN'T HEARD FROM 


NPERSTATEMENT 
HERE ! 


OP aF, 


THE ONLY ONES T CAN 
THINK OF MORE 
RELL THAN THE | LAD 


POWE! 
LEGION ARE ALONG 
WAY FROM HERE! 


DANCE: THA 

AN ENEMY WITH 
A SURPRISE 
ADVANTAGE ! 
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THAT 
WAS THEN, 
DARLING-- 
wo~ 
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Ne > 
ye | | wnat vou pier cease 
WERE MARRYING INTO WHAT 
eee ESSENTIALLY IS ECHIPNA 
THOUGHT YOU ROYALTY | 





WE'RE TALKING 
ABOLIT A FAMILY P/VOTAL 
TO OUR HISTORY THAT CAN 
TRACE ITS LINEAGE FOR 
WELL OVER YOO YEARS! 
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i CHAPTER FOR OUR 
po PeorLe-- 
« T BELIEVE IT'S d 


TIME IT HAVDALONG 
OVERDUE DISCUSSION A 
WITH HIS AATHER— 
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HEY THERE! 


Q\ WHEN THEY 
INTO KAINGOW 
b VALLEY! 
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IE. COLOR DOESMORE THE CHAMELEONS \~~ --AN WITH THEIR 
ARE A SUSPICIOUS "_ABILITY TORLENP INTO 
PEOPLE BY NATURE THEIR SURROLINVINGS, 
4 THIS AREA WAS A 
NATURAL FOR THEM 
TO SETTLE IN! 
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RIGHT NOW, YOU AT LESS THAN 
PEAK PROFICIENCY COULD RESULT 
(N AMISTAKE AT THE WRONG TIME, 






., 


4 
db 
t 
e 
tw 


4 
9 S 
iL = 
0 a 
ik 
x62 
S=*%= | 
-E o ry CS) 
OTESS Os} 
% FS b 
x 3 Hi 
y ii 
: © 
7 Dy KF 
Ai 


Hi 


LN 
u 


iS 





Ss 
“oof 


|| © TY a 


IWAS BEGINNING TO \ 
WONDER IF YOLI'? 
| FOLLOW ME LIP! 
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- AND HE WiLL SUFFER LIKE NOONE 
ELSE HAS BEFORE OR SINCE!” 
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WHAT'S WITH YOU/2 NOW I 
HAVE TO TAKE AN OATH 
LOYALTY OR SOMETHING Z 


GOOP QUESTION ! 
WE'LL HAVE TOSETTLE) | | 
ITLATER, BABE ! } J 





DON'T U7 OKAY. SOMIGHTY |ONT 
| MUCH ON TECHNIQUE 
f ) , --BUT WHEN YOL'RE 
ONE-TWO-THREE fats AS STRONG AS HE |S, 
LIKE THAT ! Ru! DOES (1 MATTER? 
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BRAVE WORPS—-BUT TOTALLY & 
EET YANG DENOIY OF MEANING — IMMEDIATELY REZOCNIZES 
~ res HOW AIRE YOUR SITLIATION YOU COULD 
15, KNUCKLES ! LEARN ATHING OR 
=<-\\_TWO FROM HER! 
LINFORTLINATELY, 
FOR YOL-- 
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